The Book of Questions

Introduction

How do you start a book of questions? 

Well, this seems like a good start.

Why a book of questions? 

The power of ‘why’ is so great that I will leave it for the end of the book. In today’s life everything is about searching for answers, and they seem to take the final position in a chain of quest. Answers are driving us forward. Or are they? Isn’t an answer like food, but a question is then a driving force to get us to it. Sometimes I wonder if answer as such exists at all. Or is it just another question to be solved?

Lately, as I’m mid-aging, I’m beginning to realize that answers do not necessarily carry all the power one might think. Give someone a good advice – they might say: who asked you for advice? Give people (or children for that matter) all the books of the world – as today is already possible – with all the answers they could think of, they will still go to the street, mess with gangs, drop out of school, and consequently out of life, as we know it (be it literally or metaphorically). They will still be left with questions that drives them like hunger, wondering around without that spiritual food which they may have passed by earlier, but have not recognized it as such.

Why do we constantly have to eat? Is it because we are changing, or because the world around us is changing? Why an answer to a question always brings another question? Is it because the world is changing, or because we and our question/answer dyad are changing?

This, my friend, is the greatest secret, cast here right up front: all answers are different like snowflakes, none is the same as the other. Even if some answers sound the same, look alike, that’s only due to the imperfections of our mind, or lack of fine sensitivity mind may have. And answers are different for each of us, just like our fingerprints are different. That is the reason why access to answers does not always lead to acquiring and knowledge – you have to come up with your own answer to different questions around us, and only then will it embed in your mind and be fruitful. Not if you’re just given an answer without a quest.

So, in this light – here is your quest, the book of questions, to make you think, not bored. Or as my best friend would say: literature to make the smart afflicted.

